
\ 

CITY OF CARLTON, MINNESOTA 

ORDINANCE II? 

An ORDINANCE 

GOVERNING THE 

DISPOSAL OF SEWAGE 

AND HUMAN EXCRETA 



'. 

CONTENTS 

Section Page 

1 Definitions 1 

2 Sanitary Disposal Required . 1 

3 Permits 2 

4 Land Requirements 4 

5 Inspections 4 

6 Variances 5 

Appeals 5 

8 Design and Construction Standard 6 

9 Separability Clause 6 

10 Penalty 7 

11 Effective Date 7 

12 Licensing 7 

13 .. Permit fees 7 



Section 1 - DEFINITIONS 

A. Sewage shall mean any water-carried waste, exclusive of footing and 

and roof drainage, of any residence, industry, or commercial establish

ment, whether treated or untreated, and includes the liquid waste pro

duced by bathing, laundry, and culinary operations, and from toilets and 

floor drains. 

B. Individual sewage disposal system shall mean a sewage disposal system, 

other than a public or community system, which, receives either human 

excreta or liquid waste, or both, from one premise. Included within 

the scope of this definition are septic tank-soil"absorption systems, 

privies, chemical type toilets, and any other device that is designed 

to receive and dispose of sewage of human excreta from one premise. 

C. City Clerk-Treasurer. The Clerk-Treasurer of Carlton, Minnesota, 

or his authorized representative. 

D. City Inspector. City Inspector appointed by the City Council. 

E. City Health Officer. The City Health Officer or his authorized re

presentative. 

F. City of Carlton Board of Adjustment. The Board of Adjustments for 

the City of Carlton as created by resolution of the City Council. 

Section 2 - SANITARY 

DISPOSAL REQUIRED 

A. -No building, structure, area, or premise shall be constructed or 

maintained for human occupancy, use or assembly without adequate faci

lities for sanitary and safe disposal of all human excreta, sewage and 

all liquid wastes that could offer a hazard to the public health or create 

objectionable nuisance conditions. 

B. No individual sewage disposal system or other means of sewage or 

excreta disposal shall be maintained or used on property having avail

able a public sanitary sewer main located within 500 feet of the property 

line. 
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C. Where a public sanitary sewer is.not available all sewage shall 

be disposed of in a properly constructed and maintained individual sewage 

disposal system installed in accordance with these regulations and con-

struction standards; provided that any existing individual sewage disposal 

system maintained in accordance with this regulation may continue in use. 

All repairs, replacements, or relocations of such existing systems must 

be made in accordance with these regulations and construction standards. 

D. All individual sewage disposal systems shall be so constructed, 

maintained and operated that there is: (1) no access to sewage by flies, 

rodents, or other vectors 0 f"cd isease, or by persons or domestic pets; 

(2) no unlawful pollution of any stream or other body of water; (3) 

adequate isolation to protect wells or other sources of water supply from 

contamination; and (4) freedom from objectionable nuisance conditions. 

E. All individual sewage disposal systems shall be located wholly upon 

the property served, except that under certain conditions where suitable 

executed and recorded easements or right-of- way agreements exist this 

provision may be waived. 

F. Removal of the contents of a septic system shall be done by pumping 
'il 

the same into a truck so that it may be hauled away to a proper disposal 

system. 

G. Nothing in this section shall prevent the construction of sewage 

treatment plants in accordance with approved pl~ns, discharging treated 

effluent to an approved outlet, angloperated in such a manner that there is 
;' 

no menace to the public health, or unlawful pollution of waters of the State. 

Section 3 - PERHITS 

A. No person, firm, or corporation shall install any new individual 

sewage disposal system within the city without first obtaining a permit 
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therefore from the City Zoning Officer for the specific installation. 

For new construction the application shall be submitted prior to any 

construction on the premises. The requirements of this secd on shall 

not apply to a sewage disposal system, the plans for which are reviewed 

and approved by the Minnesota Department of Health of the Minnesota 

Pollution Control Agency. 

B. An application for a permit shall be made in writing on forms furnished 

by the City Zoning Officer and shall be signed by the applicant. Each 

application shall state thereon the correct legal description of the pro

perty on which the proposed installation is'to take place and shall be 

accompanied by careful sketches or plot plans of the land showing the 
\ 

location of any proposed or existing buildings located on the property 

with respect to the boundary lines of the property and complete plans 

of the proposed system with substantiating data, if necessary, attesting 

to the compliance with the minimum standards of this regulation. A complete 

plan shal; include the location, size and design of all parts of the system 

to be installed. The water supply facilities for both the applicant's 

property and adj.;acent properties. The application shall further list 

the name of the person, firm, or corporation who or which is to install 
'iJ 

the system and shall provide such information as may be required -by the 

City. 

c. If, after consideration of the application for permit and the accom-

panying plans and information, the City Inspector shall be satisfied 

that the work contemplated will comply with the provisions of this regulation, 

the City Zoning Officer shall issue a permit. 

If, after consideration of the application for a permit and the accom-

panying plat or sketch, the City Inspector shall be satisfied that the 

work contemplated will not comply with the provisions of this regulation, 

the City Zoning Officer shall refuse to issue a permit. 

D. ~fuere unusual or uncorrectable conditions prohibit or postpone standard 

corstruction as prescribed in this regulation a special permit my be issued 

to construct and maintain a temporary sewage disposal system other than 

a conventional sub-surface disposal field septic tank system. The permit 

shall be issued with the agreement that if at any time in the future the 
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: C ITY CON~TH lICTION OlJTLli\E 
CAHLTON C!ltI:r~m::a INDIVIIHJAL SE\VA(;E DISPOSAL ~YSTE.\I 

Minimum requin'llH'llt for a water carried sewerage system. ,system 1Il11~t dlspo!le of all U(JInl'~tl(' Wil~tcslO al/l;lIIntr 
which willnol creale a nuisance or enuanl:cr pul/lle heallh. 

.... 

TYPIChLSVSTF.M 
G,'nrrnl: SYSll'1l\ :;h;)l1 I'llnsi~t of a house sewer, a s('ptic tank, and 

SUll:11M nb:,nrplion S)stl'll1. 'llie systelll shall Uc desigIled to receive all 
sanitary Sl'wage oilly (l;;lthl'uom, kitrhl'n, laundry). Sy~telTl IIIllst not 
(us('harl:r to I:round surf;lt'e. 
1111olJ~e Sri, rr: 4" co:.t IroQ~~wWlipe v.:hen Iruvinl! buildlnl! lll'ill' tn'l'~ 
or trl'e roots, run IInr Wi (lil'el'l il~ P05SIUle. ~tart sewer i.lppro.)(. I'...(j" 
odo\\" grade, mUI. pill'h - 1" in ~.O'. Long run requires manhold at mid
span. /\11 JOints to be tight. 
21 Grease Trap: (OptlOnJI) For kitchen wOlste. 
3) ~l'ptiC TOlnk: 1000 gill. min. capucity. ConcrC'te construl'lion or equal. 
Provine for inspection i!fld <:lei.lnout. ,sc:.e detail. 
4) Distribution Bux: (Oplional) All outlets must be set exactly level. 
5) I\.b~orptjon Sy!>tem: Subsoil disposal drain·field. 

(Other types· seepage Pit or pits, sand filter bed). 
;\i .. ke necessary percolation tests to detenmne suitability of soil and 

required area of flcld. - . 
Method: Dig or auger a hole to the approx. depth of proposed drain field 
Cllch. Aftrr thorough saturation of suil in test hole, and while the ooltom 

···IS still wet, po ur in WOlter to a depth of G'inches. Note the time required for 
the wilter to disappear, and take one-sixth of that time as the average 
tunc requlrrd for the water level to fall one inch. This average time is 
used to dctcnmne Ule drain field area. TIle dislXlSal field may be tile or 
perf. flt.x?r plpC l~lId with slight pitch in layer of gravel. Protect openings 
during uackflll, 'allow no vehicle traffic over field. 

',. 

AB.sOHPTlON - AREA REQUlHEMENT,s CHAHT 

5 minutes or le's5 
&-15 
Ilh!O (i'Il'llc. for seepage pit) 
31-lj 
-I6-{jO I iitax:. for clislX?sal field) 

125 sq. ft. per bedroom 
200: 

':lOO; 
42J 
GOO 

+Two (2) Ixlrm min. trench area is figured as trench bottom. 

In~IH'('lIl1n ·lHaillt(·n<lllri" ,,~~lpl'nllilllnd inspection required for nil' 
);j·.\II·IIl .... It I:; the n·~I)O'Hl~illllity of the llOllIco\\'ller to pruvH!e :-;ketch 
hhllWlIlj: lm'HUoll of :.y:-.ll·1ll wilh pl'nnllnl'nt reference poinls; to 
. ~'nudj(:61lli' In!>pccL llyhll'lII i1nll clean out solH.is when requireu. 

Minimum Sll'~ D!\lallrC!I In ~'{'d 
!')('ptlr 
Tallt; 

Well ~O· 

i'roperty Line 10' 

FoundatIOn Wiul 10' 

Water Lines 

'Ground Weiler 

....... 

~·l" Milllhull' 
I" l\ 1111 

Hock, lIardpan 

r:' -

10' 

Drain 
Field 

100' 

10' 

20' 

10' 

4' 

4' 

~
\ " -j I 'r, .-thZ-·--, , 

Inlet [.-:---', - : \ I J 

J 
Outlet 

-r-!. ~;" -';..,\.:..~\ .. --:-\--f~~' __ -
• • 'U1 • fc I 'I . ---'-::"J'.. . . ~.;: 

; '~C'J ~. 1 I 
~I .'.J _.\._. 

tD 
L..... ___ ~ •• --. 

TVl'. Si-:l'rIC TANK 0-------0-
I 

--,+ IT"-~~---. . I:~-' ~ 

. .1 . 
-~~ .. - 0 J -
~ . ~ 

-----I-l-L ~. - .--
..,.. " 
j- . 

Usc stops to pro\'ide rest for part of the system. 

OISTHlm;TION BOX o 
------------------------~'~----

Grav!'1 
Grade Untreated bldg. paper 

-- 'r-
o ~ ;;;\- •• -..,....;5.' .·4"9x12·'lg.tlle 

-" 1", I ;"/ wilh .... jom!. e"" ~ \ u top 2-3 of Jt. wltl'l 
~ r"-' 4" striP oC tar paper, 

~':11l"-:16" 
Ground !yater ~ \:2 . r- '-1 

\' 

I 
.; 
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opera tion of the sy stem become s a nuisanc e or is otherwise unsati sfactory, 

the temporary permi t shall expire and the use of the system wi 11 be di s-

continued on thirty days notice from the City Inspector. 

E. The construction authorized pursuant to the approved application, 

the accompanying plat or sketch, and the permit therefore shall not be 

altered or modified in ~ny of the essential details wi thou t the wri tten 

consent of the City Inspector. 

F. At the. time of applying for said permit, the applicant shall pay the 

presribed fee therefore to the CitYe If a permit cannot be issued by the 

Ci ty Zonihg Officer, the permi t fee sha 11 be forfei ted to the Ci ty. 

section 4 - Land rtequirements 

A. No new individual sewage disposal system shall be installed on a 

parc el of land le s s than one-half (t) acre in size, or the lot si ze 

required by the applicable zoning ordinance, whichever is the greater. 

E. No new individual sewai:Se disposal system shall be installed on a parci 

of land where the soil or ground conditions make the land unsuitable, 

in the opinion of the Ci ty Inspector 1I for the proper opera tion of an 

indi vidual sews-ge disposal system ; may create a hazard to the public 

health; or may contaminate the waters of the State. Suitability of 

soil and ground conditions.shall be determined by an adequate number of 

test holes, as needed due to nature of soil and topography, and testing 

may include conducting soil percolation tests in a manner approved by 

th~ ·C1 ty In.spectoro 

\ Section 5 - Inspections 

A. The City Inspector shall make such inspection or inspections as are 

necessary to determine compliance with this regulatione No part of any 

new individual -
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sewage disposal system shall be covered until it has been inspected and 

accepted by the City Inspector. It shall be the responsibility of the 

applicant for the permit to notify the City Inspector that the job is 

ready for inspection or re-inspection, and it shall be the duty of the 

City to make the indicated inspection as promptly as possible to determines 

taht construction is being carried out in accordance with the provisions 

of this regulation. 

B. It shall be the duty of the mvner .or occupant of. the property to give 

the City Inspector free access to the property at reasonable times for 

the purpose of making such inspections. 

(). If upon inspection the City Inspector discovers that any part of the 

system is not constructed in accordance with the minimum standards provided 

in this regulation, he shall give the applicant written notification 

describing the defects. The applicant shall be responsible for the 

correction or elimination of all defects, and no system shall be placed 

or replaced in service until all defects have been corrected or eliminated. 

Section 6 - VARIANCES 

The City Board of ~djustment may grant individual variances from these 

regualtions where it is determined that no substantial health hazard 

is likely to occur therefrom and where unnecessary hardship might result 

in strict compliance with these regulations. Request s~all be filed in 

writing with the City Zoning Officer for such a hearing. Opportunity 

for the hearing shall be given at the next regular Council meeting follow-

ing the request. 

Section 7 - APPEALS 

Whenever the City Zoning Officer shall refuse to issue a permit or 

shall revoh: a permit unde~ the provisions of this regulation, the City 

Zoning Officer, upon demand, shall make a written statement of the reasons 
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for such refusal or revocation; whereupon the person making application 

may appeal from the decision of the City Zoning Officer to the Board 

of Adjustment, ~vhich shall constitute a board for the hearing and deter-

mination of appeals under this regulation. The appeals authorized under 

this request perpared by the appellant which shall state specifically 

the question which the appellant desires to have passed upon by the board • . 
Upon the hearing of such appeal, if such board be satisfied that the work 

contemplated will conform to the true intent and meaning of this regula-

tion or that any provision of this regulation has been misconctrued or 

wrongly interpreted by the City Zoning Officer or that the mode of con-

struction or the materials propsed to be sued are qually as good as those 

contemplated by this regulation, then such board may order the issuance 

of a permit or reinstatement of a revoked permit. 

Such applicant for permit or permittee shall have the further right 

to appeal to the District Court, Carlton County, State of Minnesota, 

for hearing on such revocation upon filing said appeal not later than 30 

days after receiving such notice from the Board of Adjustment. 

Section 8 - DESIGN AND 

CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS 

All design and construction specifications for an individual sewage 

disposal system shall be in confomrity with the appropriate standards 

for such, as adopted and amended from time to time by the City Council and 

on file with the Clerk-Treasurer. 

Section 9 - SEPARABILITY CLAUSE 

Should any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this 

regulation be declared invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, 

such decision shall not affect the validity of this regulation in its 

entirelty or any part thereof other than that so declared to be invalid. 
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Section 10 - PENALTY 

Any person who shall violate any provision of this regulation shall, 

upon conviction, be guilty of a misdemeanor. Each day a violation con-

tinues to exist shall constitute a separate offense. 

S~ction 11 - EFFECTIVE DATE 

Thi s regulation shall be in full force and effect from and after 

November 1, 1974 8 

Sec ti on 12 - LI CENS): NG 
\ 

No person, firm or corporation, except plumbers licensed by the state 

of Minnesota, shall engage for profit in the business of installing, 

constructing, or excavating for individ~al sewage disposal systems within 

C~rlton without first obtaining a license to carry on such occ~pation from 

the Carlton County Zoning Officer~ 

Section 13 - PERMIT FEES 

I:J 

The fee for a single residential septic system permit shall be $25.00, 

The City Inspector however, at his discretion, may charge more than the 

$25.00 fee for septic system installations larger than a normal single , 

residential septic syst~m, so long as the charge does not exceed the costs 

of issuing and inspecting the installation. 

!.Je (.,. 11.-1 YV /-1-&1''£ r:;. t'\=n"tl u~ 
Passed by the City Council on the lOth day of September, 1974. 

Signed: 

e ,e.c)~rt'-c)-:k:::\ 
Clerk Mayor 
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